Social Studies 11: Politics and Government

POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES
A political ideology is a set of beliefs about how society should be organized and run. It asks fundamental questions like: How much individual freedom should people have? How much freedom should businesses have? Are people basically good? Should wealth be divided equally? 

COMMUNISM


•  believes that historically the rich always took advantage of poor 

•  totally against capitalism because it brings out the greed in people

•  believed that people are basically good

•  government controls economy so it can redistribute wealth (everyone equal)

•  no private ownership - everybody owns everything and everyone has equal access to everything

•  government is very involved in the lives of people

•  everyone contributes to and has a place in society and all are equally important

•  total equality

•  little individual freedom in exchange for the good of the whole

SOCIALISM
•  like communism but not as extreme

•  believes that people are basically good

•  lots of government control  and regulations for businesses for the good of all citizens (eg. environmental regulations)

•  private ownership exists but the government tries to redistribute private property (including wages through taxes) to those in need (unemployed, sick, poor, old, young etc.)

•  community very important

LIBERALISM
•  believes that people are basically good 

•  little or no government control in business -  capitalism (free markets)

•  fair amount of government control in social  programs

•  more private ownership than socialism

•  capitalism with some regulations

•  individual and intellectual freedom

CONSERVATISM (today Neo-conservatism or neo-liberalism)

•  used to mean resistance to change from the status quo but has changed to mean

•  people are half good and half bad

•  capitalism (free markets) with as few regulations as possible

•  little government control in business

•  little government influence in social programs

•  survival of the fittest

•  individual freedom through individual rights

•  even more private ownership than liberalism

FASCISM
•  dictatorship -->  One guy or small group of people run the show

•  believed that people are basically bad

•  pride in the nation heavily promoted

•  government controls many businesses and has lots of regulations on business to make country strong

•  little individual freedom

•  everything is done for the good of the country even if it means oppressing people

Capitalism (market economy) - Is not a political ideology or a political system. Rather, it’s an economic theory that believes small local companies should compete with each other. If they are left alone people will naturally buy what they want which will lead companies to make more of what people want and less of what they don’t want. Prices are determined by supply and demand. If everyone acts in their own self interest all will be well under this economic system. Governments role should only be to keep people safe from foreign attack and to protect property (army and policing). Some governments use this economic theory as the basis for their political ideology.
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Two political systems:
Totalitarianism 

When the state (gov’t) regulates nearly every aspect of citizen behaviour – usually there is only one party, no free elections, restriction of free speech and control of the people by secret police. Often one person has much of the power  eg. dictatorship (Hitler, Stalin, Castro). Is likely to employ an extreme political ideology like fascism or communism.

Democracy

· Representative Democracy - Citizens select through an election someone to make decisions for them

· Direct Democracy - Every citizens votes on every decision
Canadian Government

The functioning of Canadian Government is based on our Constitution which was first created in 1867 (BNA Act) when Canada became a country. In 1982 it was changed and made our own (totally separate from Britain).  It does the following:
· The fundamental law of Canada 

· It sets out how the government runs and what it can and can’t do.

· It enshrines (protects) Human Rights through the Charter of Rights and Freedoms

· It also includes the BNA Act (1867) and the Bill of Rights (1960)

· Includes unwritten parts based on tradition. 
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Collectivism

 Democratic rights - for example, the right of every citizen to vote for the House of Commons and the provincial legislative assembly, and the right to elections at least every five years…
2. Fundamental freedoms -conscience, religion, thought, expression, peaceful assembly, association.
3. Mobility rights – the right to enter, remain in, or leave Canada, and to move into, and earn a living in, any province subject to certain limitations, notably to provide for "affirmative action" programs for the socially or economically disadvantaged.

4. 
Legal rights - a long list, including such things as the right to a fair, reasonably prompt, public trial by an impartial court.

5. 
Equality rights - no discrimination on grounds of race, national or ethnic origin, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability; again, with provision for "affirmative action" programs.

6.
Official language rights – French and English have equal standing in court and in the gov’t.
7. Minority language education rights - the right to have your children educated in your language (if it’s English or French)
All these rights are, under section 1 of the Charter, "subject only to such reasonable limits...as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society." The courts decide what these limits are. 

Amending Formula

The constitution is deemed so fundamental that it’s purposely made very difficult to change. To change our constitution 7 out of 10 provinces representing at least 50% of Canada’s population have to agree to the changes.

The Notwithstanding Clause


33. (1) Parliament or the legislature of a province may expressly declare in an Act of Parliament or of the legislature, as the case may be, that the Act or a provision thereof shall operate notwithstanding a provision included in section 2 or sections 7 to 15 of this Charter. 


This clause allows the federal government or the provincial governments to pass laws that go against these parts of the Charter but only for 5 years.

How the Government of Canada Works

Canada is a federal state which means it has different levels of government (federal, provincial, municipal) each with different powers and responsibilities. 

•Five examples of Federal Jurisdiction __________________

________________________________________________

•Five examples of Provincial Jurisdiction _________________

________________________________________________

•Five examples of Municipal Jurisdiction_________________

________________________________________________
3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
The FEDERAL Government (Ottawa)   has three separate branches:

Legislative, Executive, and Judicial.

Legislative Branch: 

•Includes the House of Commons* and the Senate**(these two make up parliament)

•Some bills (proposed laws) originate here.

•Enacts (makes) laws Eg:______________________________________
•Amends (changes) laws Eg:___________________________________
•Repeals (removes) laws Eg:____________________________________
•Before these actions there are debates and discussions and votes.

*House of Commons- 308 members (MP’s) elected in separate ridings/ constituencies/ electoral districts eg. 


**Senate- 104 members appointed by governor general with PM’s advice. The senate provides a sober second thought to bills passed by the HOC. Usually it only makes slight changes to the bills. Senators are often on committees which examine bills very closely and listen to interest groups in favour or against the bill.

Senators also investigate public issues like poverty or aids and write recommendations on these issues to the PM and cabinet.  (Chosen to represent all regions of Canada)
Executive Branch

•Includes the Prime Minister*/ Cabinet**/ Governor General***/ Bureaucracy****.

•Carries out and enforces laws. It makes them actually happen by informing people, making sure they follow the law etc.

Eg._______________________

•Many bills originate as well.
*Prime Minister- 
•Is an elected member of HOC and the leader of the party that elected the most seats. 

•He chooses his cabinet usually from within his caucus which he can fire at any time

•can overrule his cabinet

•appoints a lot of people like judges, senators, cabinets ministers

•is the head of government and has the most power. 

**Cabinet
•Usually MP’s from the party in power

•Appointed to specific portfolios eg. Minister of Finance or Minister of Fisheries.

•Work closely with the PM to make the major decisions in government.
• Have the second most power in government.

***Governor General
•Represents the Queen in Canada

•Is the official Head of State

•Has no real power 

****Bureaucracy(Civil Service)
•Government employees that put new laws into action. Ex. Police officers, teachers, people who take in our taxes.
Judicial Branch

•Includes the court system

•Interprets and upholds the laws. 
•Decides what the law actually means and deals with people who break it.
•Includes Supreme Court of Canada which makes final decisions on interpretation of the law

Eg._____________________

Elections

An election happens in one of the following three instances:

1. five years have elapsed since the last election

2. the prime minister calls an election (he has that right)

3. there is a vote of non-confidence (see below)

Steps in an Election:

Once an election is called the following steps happen:

1. The governor general dissolves parliament and calls an election

2. Candidates (usually selected by party members in each riding) submit their nominations saying they will run in particular riding.
3. The chief electoral officer prepares the voter’s list in every province and he’s also in charge or running the overall election.
4. Election campaign - the various parties and their candidates give speeches and hold debates and communicate their platform in other ways. 

5. Election day- there are polling stations all over the county (at schools and libraries) and eligible voters go to their respective stations to vote.

Ridings/ constituencies: When an election is held various political parties run candidates in an election campaign in the 308 federal ridings across Canada. All Canadian Citizens aged 18 or older may vote in their constituency (the area in which they live also called a riding). Each constituency represents about 100,000 people. For example:
Riding: Montreal East, Quebec

Candidates:

Jean Claude Morin (Liberal Party)
14500 votes

Alain Lafleur
(Bloc Quebecois)
3696 votes

Tim Schmidt (NDP- Party)

6900 votes

Michelle Bourassa (Conservatives)
12300 votes

This means that Jean Claude Morin representing the Liberal Party goes to Ottawa and sits in the House of Commons. At the same time, 307 other elections like this go on and the totals determine which party is in power.  This system of elections is called First- past the post which means that whoever has the most votes wins and gets the seat. Another kind of electoral system is called proportional representation. In it all the votes for each party get totaled up and the number of seats in the house get distributed accordingly. 

Political Parties
A Political Party is a group of people who share similar beliefs (similar political ideologies). They develop a platform which states which policies they would put in place if they win. The party works as a team to get as many members as possible elected to the House of Commons. 

The four parties with seats in the current HOC are:

· New Democratic Party (NDP)  
· Liberal Party of Canada (Liberals)  
· Conservative Party of Canada (Conservatives)

· Block Quebecois (BQ)
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The Whip and the Caucus 
(I’m not making this up!)

Jay Hill is the MP for the constituency of Prince-George/ Peace River. He was also appointed by Stephen Harper as the Conservative Party whip whose job it is to keep the caucus in line.

The Conservative caucus is made up of all the Conservative MP’s and senators. The whip makes sure MP’s show up for votes and vote according to the party’s wishes. The other parties have also have caucuses and whips

Party Discipline 

Unless the party leader declares a free vote, party members are required to vote the same as the rest of caucus on bills in the House of Commons. If a member does not follow party discipline he will likely be kicked out of caucus and have to sit as an independent MP. The party whip enforces party discipline. 
Vote of Non-Confidence

The Prime minister has the power to make decisions on his own but if he loses the support of the majority of the members of the House of Commons they can force him to resign through a vote of non-confidence. This means that an important bill proposed by the Prime Minister’s party is defeated in the HOC. A vote of non-confidence automatically triggers an election.

Private Members Bill

Any bill introduced by a Member of Parliament not sitting in cabinet (a backbencher).
Order in Council

Is a decision by the cabinet which has the force of law. Usually it’s when the cabinet carries out the decisions of parliament (the HOC and Senate) and puts into place the details necessary to make the law happen – like appointing a person to run new government run marijuana stores after parliament passed a law legalizing marijuana. 

Cabinet Solidarity

The members of cabinet are expected to support each other in public. They often disagree in private but show a united front in the HOC or on TV. 

Patronage Appointment

Often when the PM appoints Senators he picks people from his party who have been loyal to him in the past. This practice is called patronage and makes a lot of people cynical about the Senate.

Minority Government

When the party with the most seats has 154 or fewer seats (half or fewer). This kind of Government needs to collaborate more closely with the opposition parties to get its bills passed than a majority government which can do pretty much whatever it wants. The current Conservative Government is a minority Government.

Backbencher

Any member of the HOC not in cabinet or the shadow cabinet.
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